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Greitens, 
staff use 
app that 
deletes 
messages 


BY JASON HANCOCK 
jJhancock@kcstar.com 


JEFFERSON CITY 

Gov. Eric Greitens and his 
senior staff use an app that de- 
letes text messages after they’ve 
been read, raising concerns 
among transparency advocates 
that it could be used to subvert 
Missouri open records law. 

The app, called Confide, al- 
lows someone to send a text 
message that 
vanishes without 
a trace after it is 
read. It also pre- 
vents someone 
from saving, 
forwarding, print- 
ing or taking a 
Eric screenshot of the 
Greitens text message. 

Because the 
app is designed to eliminate a 
paper trail, it is impossible to 
determine whether the governor 
and his staff are using it to con- 
duct state business out of view 
of the public, or whether they’re 
using it for personal and cam- 
paign purposes. 

Self-destructing messages also 
mean there is no way to retain 
texts to decide whether they 
should be considered a public 
record. 

“If I were wanting there to be 
no record of what I was doing, 
that’s the route I would take,” 
said Jean Maneke, an attorney 
for the Missouri Press Associ- 
ation. 

The revelation that Greitens is 
using an app that destroys po- 
tentially public records — which 
first appeared in a story The Star 
published online Thursday — 
sparked outrage among Mis- 
souri Democrats, who on Friday 
called for the attorney general’s 
office to launch an investigation. 

“The people of Missouri de- 
serve transparency in their gov- 
ernment,” Missouri Sen. Scott 
Sifton, a St. Louis Democrat, 
wrote in a letter to Attorney 
General Josh Hawley. “Our 
Sunshine Law and records law 
must be upheld and enforced. I 
implore you to do the right thing 
and move forward with an in- 
vestigation into this matter.” 

Even before Greitens took 
office in January, his 
administration has been cloaked 
in secrecy. 

By refusing to divulge how 


SEE GREITENS, 19A 


How to ‘break the 
silence’ on teen suicide? 


SHELLY YANG syang@kcstar.com 


Allie Doss displays a favorite picture of her daughter Sara Prideaux, who took her own life in July 2015. After losing her daughter, Doss 
co-founded Speak Up, a suicide prevention group that trains school staffs to recognize the risk signs and how to respond. 


BY RICK MONTGOMERY, MARA ROSE 
WILLIAMS AND KELSEY RYAN 


The Kansas City Star 

Stigma and guilt. Privacy and 
liability. Fear of copycats. 

For many reasons, teen suicide 
and its prevention have long been 
kept out of the lesson plans of the 
nation’s schools. 

But with deaths rising to record 
numbers in Missouri and else- 
where, area educators are begin- 
ning to open up the topic for dis- 
cussion. 

That’s by law, in many cases. 
Not necessarily by desire. 

“When I went to school, stu- 


dents would disappear and you 
wouldn’t know what happened,” 


said Kansas City neurologist 


Steve Arkin, the father of a sui- 
cide victim and now a leader ina 


movement to engage schools in 


addressing the problem. 


Today no suicide stays secret, 


he said: “With social media, 
everyone knows. It’s forcing 
teachers to be more aware.” 


Parents and legislators, too, are 
pushing districts to confront the 
plethora of issues related to youth 
suicide: mental health, bullying, 
drug dependency, impulsiveness 

SEE SUICIDE, 21A 
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IF YOU ARE IN YOUR RIGHT 
MIND, NO MATTER HOW 
BAD SOMETHING SEEMS 
RIGHT NOW, YOU KNOW IT 
COULD BE BETTER, IN THE 
NEXT MINUTE, IN A DAY. 
BUT IF YOU ARE NOT 
THINKING RIGHT YOU 
CAN'T SEE BEYOND RIGHT 
NOW. THAT IS A MENTAL 
BREAK. SO MANY KIDS 
TODAY CAN'T SEE THAT 
THINGS ARE GOING TO 
CHANGE... 


Mickey Swade, who started Suicide 
Awareness Survivor Support in the 
Kansas City area with his wife, Bonnie 


NATION 


CALIFORNIA TRIES 
TO TURN TIDE 


About 8,500 firefighters 
hope to make more progress 
against the six wildfires that 
have destroyed more than 
790 structures. 8A 
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BROWNBACK 
‘DELIGHTED’ WITH 
U.S. TAX PLAN 


Gov. Sam Brownback said 
the recently passed tax 
bills will stimulate the 
economy. 12A 
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WOUNDED POLICE 
OFFICER HONORED 


Hundreds attended a 
ceremony at First Baptist 
Blue Springs to honor 
wounded Independence 
officer Tom Wagstaff. 4A 
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